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This report provides a summary of the work of Mercy Focus on Haiti (MFOH) during the 
timeframe July 2022 through June 2023. We are grateful to all of our donors, prayer 
supporters, and volunteers who make this work possible. 
 
Mercy Focus on Haiti is a ministry of the 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. The 
organization was created in the wake of the 
devastating earthquake in Haiti, prayerful 
discussions at the Sisters’ Chapter meeting 
in 2011, and a deliberate process to find the 
mission, location, and partners in country 
where MFOH could begin its work. 
 
MFOH is made up almost exclusively of 
volunteers located across the United States. 
Collaboration with partners in Haiti is either 
in-person or via remote collaboration tools 
like Zoom. Travel to Haiti has been virtually 
impossible in recent years due to political upheaval, extreme economic distress, and 
escalating gang violence.  
 
Haiti, long besieged by natural disasters and political turmoil, is living through one of 
its most difficult moments in decades. The assassination of the president in 2021 left a 
still-unresolved power vacuum that is being filled by vicious gangs and “bandits.” Food 
insecurity has risen as levels of violence increased, and the economic situation further 
declined. In this dire situation, MFOH partners in Haiti have responded with 
resoluteness and courage, and our programs there continue to provide life-changing 
support and opportunities. MFOH’s work is centered in the Gros Morne region, in the 
Artibonite department of northwest Haiti, about 4 hours north of Port-au-Prince. 
 
This brief report is intended to highlight the ongoing work in Haiti and some of the new 
initiatives that will be launched this year. Additional information and points of contact 
can be found at our website: www.mercyfocusonhaiti.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

MFOH MISSION 
Passionate for the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ and witnessing to 
the legacy of Catherine McAuley, 
Mercy Focus on Haiti members 

are led to service and solidarity with 
people who are materially poor, 
especially those living in Haiti. Catherine McAuley 

Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy 
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Critical Concerns 

Of the Sisters of 
Mercy 

Laudato Si’ 

Of the Sisters of 
Mercy 

 

MFOH INSPIRATION AND VISION 

The delegates of the 2005 Institute Chapter of the Sisters of Mercy challenged the 
community members to intensify their response to the critical needs of our times, and 
to be open to the call to conversion which such a response would entail. The five 
Critical Concerns identified are non-violence, racism, reverence for Earth, concern for 
women and solidarity with immigrants. Each subsequent chapter has endorsed our 
continuing commitment to these five Critical Concerns. Attention to these five Critical 
Concerns is a significant part of each ministry of the Sisters of Mercy. 
 
Additionally, the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas has embraced Pope Francis’ call to 
take action to respond to the urgent concerns he addressed in his Laudato Si’ 
encyclical.  Two of those concerns, Responding to the Cry of the Poor and Responding 
to the Cry of the Earth, resonate with the work being done by Mercy Focus on Haiti. 
 
 
  
MFOH is at the intersection of the Critical Concerns and Laudato Si’ 

Of the Sisters of Mercy 

Earth 

Women 

Cry of the Earth 

Cry of the Poor 
Nonviolence 

Immigration 

Racism 

MFOH Vision: 

MFOH is a diverse, intercultural and 
international ministry that embraces 

empowerment and collaboration with 
our Haitian partners to improve 

conditions for the people and the 
planet. 
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APPRECIATION 

Mercy Focus on Haiti could not continue without the generous support of our donors!  

You inspire us and our Haitian partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Denotes a Haiti Helper 

 

Tina & Michael Ackerman 

Mary Seton Agovino, RSM* 

Anne & Scott Allison 

 Aime & Blaine Anderson*  
 Virginia Andrews, RSM 
 Victoria Arndorfer, RSM* 
 Suzanne Ashton, RSM 
 Mary Austin 
 Nanci Bachman 
 Marcella Baczewski 
 Virginia Baeder, RSM 
 Mary Teresa Baker 
 Kathleen Ballantine, RSM* 
 Cecilia Baranowski, RSM 
 Nancy Barshick, MHSH 
 Mary E. Bartholomew* 
 Elizabeth Barton 
 Mary Anne Basile, RSM 
 Josh Beckham* 
 Ellen & Donald Belcastro  
 Patricia Beneshan 
 Mary & George Berges 
 Elizabeth Berliner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Judith Bernstein-Baker 
 Peggy & Norman Biekowski 

Janet Bielmann, RSM* 
 Reverend Russell Bleich  
 Tyler Blickhan* 
 Julia & Donald Boen* 
 Marylou & Darrell Borowiak 
 Douglas Boudreau 
 Jo-Ann Bourassa 
 Anne-Marie Bourque, RMS* 
 Assunta Boyle, RSM* 
 Mary Celeste Boyle, RSM 
 Julia Brace* 
 Susan Braun 
 Agnes Brennan, RSM 
 Margaret Brennan, RSM 
 Cynthia Brickner 
 Julie Brown 

Sheila Catherine Browne, 
RSM* 

 Agnes Brueggen, RSM 
Judith Bullock 

 Mary Catherine Bunting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Lynne Burns 
John Butts 

 Cathleen Cahill, RSM 
Kristine & Anthony 
Calderone 

 Elizabeth Calfapietra, RSM 
 Eileen Campbell, RSM* 
 Mary-Paula Cancienne, RSM 
 Joseph Cannon 
 Mary Anne Cannon 
 Judy Carey, RSM* 
 Sheila Carney, RSM 
 Mandy Carrier, RSM* 
 Andrea Cassel 
 Joanne & Thomas Castner* 
 Joan Chachula, RSM 
 Patricia Chasse 
 Paul Chiamulera 
 Madeline Chiusano 
 Jeanne Christensen, RSM 
 Justine & Enio Ciancaglini  
 Maureen & John Ciesielski*
 Eileen & Joseph Cipriani Jr. 

Do you know about our recurring givers program? 

Haiti Helpers 

Your recurring gift – small or large – makes a big difference 
 for our programs in Haiti. 

 

We also invite you to join us in prayer daily for and 
with our brothers and sisters in Haiti.  

 
Contact Gigi at GGlendinning@sistersofmercy.org 

MFOH Development Team 
 

Cry of the 
Earth 

Cry of the 
Poor 

Cry of the 
Earth 

Cry of the 
Poor 
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 Claire May Memorial Grant  

 Patricia & William Clark* 
 Mary Cleary, RSM* 

Joy Clough, RSM 
 Diane Clyne, RSM* 
 Pat Colla, RSM* 
 Mary Beth Collins 
 Marianne Comfort* 
 Kevin Concannon 
 Ruth Conlogue, RSM* 
 Anne Connolly, RSM* 
 John Connolly 
 Regina & Richard Conti  
 Shirley Conti* 
 Convent of Mercy-Merion 
                    Carol Conway* 
 Patricia Cook, RSM 
 Mary Corkery, RSM 
 Eileen Marie Corrigan, RSM* 

Courtade Latin American 
Caribbean Ministry Fund 

                    Andrew Couture 
 Patricia Coward, RSM* 
 Denyse Cowdrick*  
 Lori Croom-Carlin 
 Alice Crouch 
 Patricia & Joseph Crowley* 
 Louise Cullen, RSM* 
 Eileen Curley, RSM* 
 Mary Jeannine Curley, RSM 
 Marion Cypser, RSM  

Mary Catherine McDonogh, RSM 
 Linsey Daly 
 Mary Daly, RSM 
 Michele Dapelo 
 Mary Davidson  
 Coral & Tara Davis  
 Andrew Decker  
 Beth Dempsey, RSM*  
 Janet & David Desmon  
 Vickie Deutsch  
 Mary Louise DiDia*  
 Dorothea DiGiovanni  
 Kathy & Anthony Diina  

Diocesan Mission Office – 
Portland, ME  

                    Virginia & Febrey DiPonzio 
 Mary Ann & John Dobrovolny 
 Ellen Dolan  
 Margaret Dolan* 
 Patricia Donlin, RSM 
 Donna & Thomas Doran  
 Mary Anne Douglas  
 Mary Dowden, RSM  
 Phyllis Doyle, RSM  
 Matthew Dunnigan  
 Mary Dykmann  
 Mary & Frank Eberl  
 Mary Edsall-Golway  
 Grace Ann Eidt, RSM   
 Mary Enyart*  
 Barbara Faber, RSM*  
 Maureen & Tom Falcon  
 Judy Feldmayer, RSM  
 Angela Fellin, RSM  
 Annette Fiala, RSM  

 Alex Fiefie  
 Claire Filippone, RSM  
 Joyce Fink  
 Mary Jo Fink, MD* 
 Dennis Fitch & Michael Kearns  
 Rosalyn & Jonathan Fitch  
 Anne Fitzpatrick, RSM  

Penelope & Lawrence 
Fledderman  

 Beth & Patrick Fluharty  
 Maureen L. Foley  
 Forever Friends, Inc. 
                    Barbara & Richard Franklin  
 Catherine & Kevin Frayler  
 Kathleen Fredrick 
 Gladys Frein, RSM  
 Nena Friedhof  
 Irven Friedhoff  
 Sally & Larry Friedhoff  
 Margaret Mary Friedhoff, RSM*  
 Joan Fry, RSM  
 Victor Gaboury, SSC  
 Sallyann Gallagher  
 Judith Gallen, SSJ*  
 Jean Galofaro*  
 Penny & Charles Gardner  
 Sheila Garvey, RSM*  
 Wendy & Donald Gauthier  
 Kathryn Gauthier 
                    Bernadette Geiser, RSM  
 Joanna Gigliotti 
 Nancy & Donald Golba*  
 Aimee  & Peter Capelli*  
 Grace & William Gordon  
 Eileen & John Gravenese  
 Catherine & Robert Greene  
 Karen Grigsby*  
 Mary Grigsby  
 Marion V. Grimes*  

Barbara Guarino, RSM  
Diane Guerin, RSM  
Gwynedd Mercy Academy High 
School 
Gwynedd Mercy University 

 Joyce Haag*  
 Jennifer & David Haase  
 Margaret Hall*  
 Thomasina Halloran, RSM*  
 Diane Hamilton  
 Carol Hammond  
 Katherine & Mark Hanna  
 Cheryl & Gary Hannah  
 Mary Hanseder, RSM  
 Sandra Harris  
 Rosemary Harrison, RSM  

Michele Hartigan*& Mark 
Harbison  

 Joanne Hartman, RSM  
 Mary Hartnett, RSM*  
 Mary Therese Harvey, RSM  
 Elizabeth Hasson  
 Lisa & Jim Hasson  
 Ann Hastee  
 Carol Haug*  
 Andi & AJ Healy*   
 Jeanne Healy 

 Sara Healy*  
 Christine Hearn*  
 Suzette Hearn  
 Marie Heenan, RSM*  
 Barbara & Bill Heil  
 Jane Heil*  
 Diane & Ronald Heiss  
 Ellen & Russell Hendrickson*  
 Reverend Roy T. Herberger  

Joan Hilbert, RSM 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation – 
Catholic Sisters Haiti 
Collaborative 

 Mary Eloise Hirlemann, RSM  
 Holy Family Parish--Kirkland, WA 
 Jane Hotstream, RSM  
 Connie Howe, RSM*  
 Barbara Hricovsky  
 Rosemary Hudak, RSM  
 Charlene Huegel*  
 Diane & Brook Hunt  
 Gerrie Hunt  
 Barbara Hyneman  
 Victoria Incrivaglia, RSM  
 Maria & Alfred Jacobs  
 Beverly Jaderborg  
 Mary & George Jamison  
 Dale Jarvis, RSM*  
 Lynn Johnson, RSM*  
 Shelley Johnson  
 Katherine Juhasz  
 Ellen Kaczmarek  
 Rita & Richard Kane  
 Karen Kao  
 Christine Kavanagh, RSM*  
 Robert Keenan*  
 Joseph Kelly  
 Theresa Kelly, RSM  
                    Tom Kenney  
 Kathleen Kersey  
 Janice Kidney, RSM  
                    Judith Kiehl  
 Mary King  
 Margo & Michael Kinservik  
 Aruzhan Kirby* 
 Clare Kirby*  
 Ellen Koessler  
 Susan Koesters  
 Elizabeth Kolber  
 Veronica Kovach, RSM  
 Barbara Kozlowski  
 Susan Kraus  
 Reverend Robert Kreckel 
 Nancy Krody  
 Gloria & John Kucher 

Mark Kudes, MD & Diana  
Kudes, MD  

 Marietta Kulak, RSM*  
 Susan & John Kulha  
 Catherine Kuper, RSM  
 Suzanne Lachapelle, RSM  
 Ladies of St. Ann-Bradley, ME  
 Patricia Lamb, RSM  
 Jamie Landry  
 Jerilynn Landry  
 Camilla Lauricella*  
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Mary Lauzon*  
 Beth Ann Lawson  
 Mary Jane Leach  
 Jacqueline Leclerc  
 Ann Marie Lemire, MD  
 Jean Leopold  
 Magdalena & Cynthia Lerch  

 Paul Lesutis  
 Anna Marie Lesutis, RSM*  
 Carol LeTourneau, RSM  

Christine Licata, MD & Barry 
Culhane  

 Mary Ellen Lilly  
 Patricia Lindemuth*  
 Dorothy Lindsay  
 Jeannette List  
 Lydia & Robert Lohrey  
 Clara Lombardi*  
 Islane & Stanley Louis  
 Theresa Lowther*  
 Johnelle Luciani, RSM  
 Craig Lyons  
 Robert Harry Mace Jr. *  
 Ellen & Gary Macpeek 

Rosalie J. & C. Daniel Maldari 
Family Charitable Foundation 

 Elaine Marchand, RSM  
 Elizabeth Marley, RSM*  
 Paula Diann Marlin, RSM  
 Carolyn Martin 
 Rose Martin, RSM*  
 Jeanne Masmoudi  

Marlene K. Matarazzo & Elaine 
C. Grose, MD  

 Diane Matera, RSM  
 Diane Matje, RSM  
 John Mauntel  
 James Maxwell  
 Nadine Maynard  
 Anne McAssey  
 Andrea & Don McClintock*  
 Judith & Thomas McDermott  
 Mary C. McDonagh, RSM  
 Carolyn McDonnell*  
 Eileen McDonnell, RSM*  
 Elizabeth McEntee  

Mary Jean McFadden* & Ruth 
Gensel  

 Mary C. McGovern  
 Christine McGraw  
 Teresa McGreevy, RSM*  
 Deirdre McKiernan-Hetzler*  
 Ellen McLaughlin*  
 Paula McLaughlin*  
 Catherine McMahon, RSM  
 Louise & Bob McMaster  
 Sheila Megley, RSM  

Mercy Health Foundation-St 
Louis, MO 

                    Mercy Ministry Fund 
                    Mercyhurst Preparatory School 
                    Mary Stephanie Miller, RSM  
 Mary Catherine Mindling, RSM  
 Sara & John Mitchell  
 Susan Mitchell*  
 Marie Moise*  

 Jacqueline Moreau, RSM  
 Mary Morey, RSM  

Mount Hope Community-
Rochester, NY  

 Carol Mucha, RSM 
 Jane Muldoon, RSM  
 Elizabeth Muller   
 Geraldine Murray, RSM*  
 Priscilla Murray, RSM  
 Cynthia Murray-Beliveau  
 Carol Napierala  

Nazareth Convent-Philadelphia, 
PA  

 Gladys Nazario  
 Joan Neville*  
 Elizabeth & Edmund Nietopski  
 Michael Noel  
 Kathleen Nolan, RSM*  
 Miriam Nolan, RSM  
 Joseph Noonan Jr.  
 Maria & Joseph Nowacki  
 Darlene & John O'Callaghan  
 Kathleen O'Connell, RSM  
 Eileen O'Connor, RSM  
 Mary O'Herron  
 Phyllis & John O'Keefe  
 Patricia O'Leary  
 Suzy & Sputty O'Reilly  
 Mary George O'Toole, RSM  
 Margaret & Eugene Oberst  
 Carlotta Oberzut, RSM  
 James Onsager 
 Candy & David Orlinsky  
 Maria Palumbo  
 Marie Parker, RSM  
 Ann & Gerald Parks  
 Maureen Pascal*  
 Patriarch Family Foundation 
                    Lana Paust  
 Eileen Payne, RSM*  
 Dorothy Pecoraro 
 Mary Pendergast, RSM 
 Karen & Richard Penfold  
 Marilyn Petz  
 Regina Phalan  
 Nancy Piness* 
 Martha & Joe Pofit  
 Alice Poltorick  
 Maura Powell  
 Sharon A. Power 
                    Jacinta Powers, OSV  
 Rosemary Powers, RSM*  
 Elizabeth Preston  
 Teresa Price  
 Kathleen Pugh  
 Regina Pyper, RSM*  
 Margaret Mary Quinlan, RSM  
 Evelyn Saul Quinn*  
 Virginia & Terence Quinn  
 Bonnie Rabinowitch, MD  
 Margaret Raffa  

 Norman Rahe*  
 Jenny & Jim Ratigan  
 Gerard Rattenbury  
 Mary Reilly, RSM  
 Patricia Ann Reilly, RSM  

 Maria Ricci, RSM  
 Phyllis Ann Ries, RSM  
 Kathleen & Donald Rimlinger  
 David and Patricia Ripsom  
 Mary Lou Rist  
 Kathleen Roeder*   
                    Geoffrey Rosenberger  
 Jennifer Roth  
 Melanie Rubavu  
 Livia Ann Ruocco, RSM  
                    Pat Ryan  

SS Peter & Paul Church-
Hamburg, NY  

 Jeanne d'Arc Salinger, RSM  
 Georgiana Sanders, RSM  
 Mary Carmela Sandusky, RSM  
 Santulli Family Foundation 
                    Christine Sargent  
 Kris & Mark Sargent  
 Denise Sausville, RSM  
 Anne Sauvageau 
 Tracy & Richard Sawicki  
 Elizabeth Scanlon, RSM*  
 Frank Schaller  
 Susan & Richard Schaller  
 Karen Scheer, RSM  
 Marietta & Robert Scheer  
 Kathleen Scheg  
 Robert Schertzer  
                    Kathleenl Schiro* 
 Mary Jane Schlosser, RSM 
 Lorraine & Paul Schmidt  
 Rita Mariette Schmidt, RSM 
 David Scholand  
 Jane Schur, RSM  
 Joan Margret Schwager, RSM  
 Kay Schwenzer, RSM  
                    Patricia Schwimer  
 Linda & John Scott*  
 Kathleen & Peter Sear  
 Carolyn Seaton  
 Margaret & Bruce Seidel*  
 Patricia Seitz  
 Joan Serda, RSM  
 Cynthia Serjak, RSM  
 Marie Annette Seymour, RSM  
 Jean Shafer  
 William Shafer  

Mary Carmelita Shaughnessy, 
RSM  

 Jeffrey Sherwood  
 Jay Shuldiner  

Sisters of Mercy - St Catherine's 
Portland, ME 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
Sisters of Mercy-Merion Second 
Floor West  
Sisters of Mercy - Helendale 
Community  

 Eileen Sizer, RSM  
 Elizabeth Slattery, RSM*  
 Mary Kate Small  
 Barbara Smiley, RSM  
 Raymond Smith  
 Sarah Smith & Richard Fleming* 
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Gifts shown in the listing above are those received 7/1/22- 6/27/23.  While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, we 
apologize for any incorrect or missing listing; please inform us of any changes/corrections that need to be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Callaghan Society 

Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy, worked for Catherine and William 

Callaghan as their household manager in central Dublin. The Callaghans, who were 

childless, loved Catherine McAuley and regarded her as their adopted daughter; they 

bequeathed Catherine their entire estate. The Callaghan inheritance enabled Catherine to 

build the House of Mercy on Baggot Street, with its shelter for homeless servant women, 

school for poor girls, and daily visitation of the sick and dying poor. 

It is fitting that those who name Mercy Focus on Haiti in their wills, seeking to partner with 

them in their merciful focus on our Haitian brothers and sisters, should be called the 

Callaghan Society. Through their planned legacy gifts, these donors join the Callaghans, 

the Mercy family’s very first donors, without whose generosity there might never have 

been a Mercy Focus on Haiti. 

Patricia Soehnel  
 Corde Somma, RSM*  

 Joseph Spahn  
 Kathleen Spencer*  
 Deborah Squadrito  

St. Peter the Apostle School-
Savannah, GA 
St. Vincent de Paul Church-HOPE 
Fund  

 Judith Stanner*  
 Dolores Ann Stein, RSM  
 Mary Ann Steutermann  
 Sheila Stevenson, RSM  
 Patricia & Thomas Stewart  
 Jean Strawbridge, RSM 
 Marcia Stroko  
 Judith Sullivan  
 Mary Sullivan, RSM*  
 Barbara Sylvia 
 Cathy Szynskie  
 Rosemary Taddeo  

Mary Tarbox* & Robert 
Nicholson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pilar Thibodeau  
 Kathy Thill, RSM  
 Suzanne Thompson, RSM  
 Mary Eleanor Thornton, RSM*  
 Mary & Patrick Thornton 
 Kathy Thornton, RSM*  
 Beverly & Michael Tomaino  
 Natasha Tomlinson  
 Nancy & Frank Toole  
 Ray Torres*  
 Rita Torres*  
 Mary Towers, RSM*  
 Mary Beth & Paul Tramo*  
 Rose Marie Tresp, RSM   
                    Linda Travostino, RSM 
 Mary Trickel*  
 Deborah Troillett, RSM  
 Bonita Usher  
 Alberta Van Remmen, RSM  
 Patricia Vasil Ryan 
 Sheila Venezia*  
 Geraldine Volpe* 
 Ellen Vopicka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kristine Wagner  
 Allen Walker  
 Mary Walter, RSM 
                    Claudia Ward, RSM*  
 Gail Waring, RSM*  
 Rita Waters, RSM*  
 Carole Weber  
 Jill Weber, RSM* 
 Ann Margaret Welch, RSM*  
 Maria Goretti Weldon, RSM  
 Linda Werthman, RSM  
 Patricia Whalen, RSM  
 Mary White 
 Margaret Wierzbicki* 
 Denise Wilke, RSM 
 Patricia Williams, RSM 
 Virginia Williams  
 Jennifer Wilson, RSM*  
 Moira Wolohan  
 Barbara Woodzell  
 Ainsley & Zac Yezzi  
                    Kimberlee Zappia*  
 Nayra & Andrew Zimmerman 
 Carolyn Zionce, RSM 

Do you know about our legacy giving program? 

Callaghan Society 

 
There are many ways you can support MFOH.  

 
For gifts in your will, stocks, mutual fund contributions, and insurance 

gifts, please consider joining The Callaghan Society. 
 

Contact Marion Grimes at grimesmv@aol.com 
MFOH Development Team 

 



7 
 

AGRONOMY 
The Grepen Center, just 
north of Gros Morne, is 
the home base for the 
Agronomy team, in 
collaboration with other 
partners, for the expert 
development of animal 
and agricultural 
formation programs that 
are responsive to the 
needs of farmers and 
their families in the 
region. The goal of these 
programs is the 
promotion of food 
security and economic 
stability in the 
communities of Gros 
Morne. 

MFOH PROGRAM UPDATES 

AGRONOMY 
Program Update: 

MFOH donations helped support the Grepen Center’s 
team of agronomists and agronomy/ veterinary 
technicians who engage local farmers to develop 
new techniques, problem-solving skills, and 
community leadership.  
 

Training included sweet potato weevil eradication, 
soil enhancement/conservation, reforestation, and 
animal husbandry, including communal goat-raising. 
Also supported were satellite nurseries, a seed bank 
and a lending program for community farmers. 
 

Two key crops – plantains and yams – were 
expanded to support both food production and 
income generation. 

 

Partners:  Religious of Jesus 
and Mary, Montfortain Fathers, 
Quixote Center, Karitas 
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PATHWAY TO A BETTER LIFE: Chemin Lavi Miyò (CLM) 
Program Update: 

 
MFOH funded its third cohort of 200 women 
to benefit from the ultra-poverty eradication 
program based in Gros Morne. A graduation 
ceremony for the women was held in 
December 2022. 
 
A fourth cohort of 200 women is underway, 
completing the rigorous selection process 
and determining who can most benefit from 
the life-changing program. Graduation takes 
place 18 months after the start of training. 
 
Additionally, in partnership with Fonkoze 
Foundation, MFOH identified several new 
initiatives that will benefit past graduates of 
the CLM program. These programs are 
slated to begin in the coming fiscal year.  
 
Partners: Fonkoze Foundation; Catholic 
Sisters Haiti Collaborative 
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NEW CLM INITIATIVES: 
 

(1) Create five Village Savings and Loans 
Associations (VSLA) for the graduates of 
the first MFOH-sponsored cohort. (These 
are now an integral part of subsequent 
cohorts). VLSAs provide the women a safe 
place to save money and access small 
loans. 
 

(2) Initiate an EdTek program of tablet-
based modules to train CLM graduates in 
the fundamentals of finance and business 
skills. 
 

These initiatives were developed in 
response to feedback from CLM graduates. 

CATHOLIC SISTERS HAITI COLLABORATIVE: 
 
The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation awarded 
the Catholic Sisters Haiti Collaborative for 
Community Empowerment a generous grant 
to support economic and human 
development services for women, children 
and families in rural and marginalized areas 
of Haiti.   
 
The Catholic Sisters Haiti Collaborative was 
established in May 2021 with the vision to 
strengthen collaboration among the eight 
member congregations and their ministries 
in Haiti, and to build a network for shared 
learning, coalition building, and joint 
advocacy. 
 
The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas / 
Mercy Focus on Haiti is a member 
congregation of the Haiti Collaborative. 
Funds from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
grant are enabling a new cohort of 200 
women in the Chemin Lavi Miyò program in 
Gros Morne, Haiti. 
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MAISON BON SAMARITAIN (MBS) 
Program Update: 

MFOH donations helped support the team 
at MBS -- nurse administrator, assistant 
administrator, and support staff -- to 
ensure its 20 residents lived in a safe, 
dignified, and loving environment. 
 
Additionally, MFOH secured funding to 
continue the popular “Forever Friends” 
program, a cross-generational program 
that pairs MBS residents with elementary 
school children from the Lekòl Jezi-Mari 
(Jesus and Mary School). Through 
periodic and activity-filled visits and 
outings, the young school children and the 
elderly residents forge bonds of deep 
friendship and supportive family. 
 
New Initiative: virtual walk-throughs of MBS and visits with the residents by a 
US-based MFOH member who is a physician. 
 
Partner: Religious of Jesus and Mary 
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Forever Friends resumed this 
year after the reopening of 
school in January 2023. The 
twice-monthly meetings 
involve games, storytelling, 
crafts, and snacks or a meal. 
The students and residents 
look forward to this change in 
their usual fare each month. 
 
The children bring their songs 
and energy. The elders share 
their wisdom and 
encouragement. 
 
The expense for the art 
supplies, games, food, 
refreshments, and field trips 
are funded by FOREVER 
FRIENDS, Inc., a Milwaukee- 
based not-for-profit 
organization whose mission is 
rooted in the value of 
intergenerational relationships.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Photos on this page have been altered to protect the identity of the children and 
residents, due to the risk of kidnapping in Haiti]. 
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IMMERSION 
Program Update: 

MFOH works in partnership with Gwynedd 
Mercy University’s Task Force to Focus on 
Haiti. This academic year, the school raised 
awareness and funds for the Rainwater 
Harvesting program in Gros Morne, and 
hosted Hebert Artus, Chemin Lavi Miyò 
Director, on campus to meet with faculty and 
students. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner:  Mercy Education and the Conference 
for Mercy Higher Education (CMHE) 

 

IMMERSION 
The MFOH Immersion 
Committee simply wishes to 
increase knowledge of and 
thereby serve our Mercy Critical 
Concerns as they are revealed 
and expressed in Haiti, the 
poorest country in the western 
hemisphere, and now suffering 
a potentially catastrophic civil 
unrest complicated by a 
pandemic. In partnership with 
Mercy schools, we hope to help 
our Mercy students realize the 
interconnectedness of all 
human lives and to grow in their 
global knowledge and sympathy 
as they become actively 
engaged in campus projects 
focused on Haiti. 
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RAINWATER HARVESTING 
Program Update: 

MFOH continued to leverage the program’s  

formally trained masons to build additional 

cisterns throughout the Gros Morne region 

and to train additional masons through a 

formal days-long training program. In the 

last year, over 100 cisterns have been built! 

The chief mason has increased production 

to 10 cisterns a month, for an additional 120 

cisterns. 

 

 

New initiative:  MFOH will support in-country 

training for cistern beneficiaries to teach them the 

fundamentals of vegetable gardens, tree planting, 

and reforestation. This will support food production 

as well as opportunities to sell surplus food at 

market. 
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JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL 
Program Update: 

 
MFOH continued to contribute tuition 

support for needy students and funding for 

the daily hot school lunches. An 8th grade 

was added to the school this year, and 

plans are underway to initiate a 9th grade in 

the coming year. 

Funds were also provided to address the 

need for kitchen remodeling and to build 

school benches for the new 9th grade. 

MFOH continues to support the “Good Egg” 

program which provides a hard-boiled egg 

to the children for their nutritional needs. 

Partners: Religious of Jesus and Mary 
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 “Passing the Baton”: 

Reflections by Kathy Thornton, RSM 

Executive Director, 2015 - 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

So the Music Can Continue 

It was a little more than a year ago that I decided it was time to 

step back from my responsibilities as Executive Director of Mercy 

Focus on Haiti, to pass the baton to someone else.  Over the 

months that image of passing the baton stayed with me. 

I came to understand that I’m passing the baton so that the music 

can continue, that is, the music of Mercy Focus on Haiti. Music is 

not a singular activity, nor is the work of Mercy Focus on Haiti… 

The music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continues because of you, 

because of your generosity… 

The music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continues because of your 

commitment to the people of Haiti… 

The music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continues because of the 

creativity and determination of our partners in Haiti… 

The music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continues because of the Sisters 

of Mercy… 

The music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continues because of the 

members of the MFOH Governing Council… 

With joy and delight, let the music of Mercy Focus on Haiti continue. 

Blessings, 

Kathy Thornton, RSM 
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MFOH Leadership Team 

As of July 1, 2023 
 

Executive Director (To be announced) 

Governing Council (GC) Members: 

Scott Allison 

Anne Connolly, RSM 

Tatiana Díaz 

Alex FieFie 

Kathy Gauthier * 

Elizabeth Hasson 

Andi Healy * 

Dale Jarvis, RSM * 

Bob Keenan 

Ann Lemire 

Eileen McDonnell, RSM 

Karen Schneider, RSM 

Sarah Smith * 

Kathy Thornton, RSM 

Jill Weber, RSM 

Jenny Wilson, RSM 

* Also serves on Executive Committee 

The Executive Director serves as an ex-officio member of the GC and Executive Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MFOH Governing Council members and other volunteers recently gathered at 

Mercy-by-the-Sea in Madison, CT for their annual in-person meeting to 
conduct annual and strategic planning. 
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MFOH Committee Member-Volunteers 

 

Scott Allison 

Anne-Marie Bourque, RSM 

Anne Connolly, RSM 

Beth Dempsey, RSM 

Tatiana Díaz 

Maureen Falcon 

Alex FieFie 

Marge Friedhoff, RSM 

Kathy Gauthier 

Marion Grimes 

Elizabeth Hasson 

Andi Healy 

Dale Jarvis, RSM 

Bob Keenan 

Ann Lemire 

Anne Marie Lesutis, RSM 

Eileen McDonnell, RSM 

Maria Vidala Moise 

Kathleen Roeder 

Betty Scanlon, RSM 

Karen Schneider, RSM 

Sarah Smith 

Kathy Thornton, RSM 

Paul Tramo 

Jill Weber, RSM 

Jenny Wilson, RSM 

 

MFOH Staff 

Gigi Glendinning, Development Assistant 

Executive Director (To be announced) 

 

 

  

Sister Mary Sullivan was one of the founders of MFOH. Always passionate about and 
deeply engaged with the mission, she held multiple leadership positions with MFOH.  

She is missed! 
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To learn more about the vital work you are  supporting in Haiti: 
 

 

  
Mercy Focus on Haiti  

            PO Box 11  
                                          Gwynedd, PA 19437 
 
www.MercyFocusOnHaiti.org 
www.facebook.com/MercyFocusOnHaiti 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mercyfocusonhaiti.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MercyFocusOnHaiti


 


